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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


DR. SEIDELL STARTS PARIS MICROFILM SERVICE 


R. ATHERTON SEIDELL has returned from Paris where he served 
D in an official capacity as an Honorary Consultant and Repre- 
sentative of the Army Medical Library. While there, he made many 
contacts with both libraries and book dealers in an effort to fill gaps 
in the Library’s collections. A large number of periodicals of the 
war period in which this collection is deficient have already been 
shipped as a result of these contacts. Included is a collection of 
medical theses covering the war years prepared especially for the 
Army Medical Library by |’Ecole de Medicine of the University of 
Paris. 


When war started between France and Germany in 1939, Dr. 
Seidell was in the course of setting up a microfilm service in Paris. 
During his present trip, he was able to complete his plans and he 
now has a representative in the Pasteur Institute to carry on this 
work. A list of some 800 volumes now available has been published 
under the title, Service des Microfilms de L’Institute Pasteur. Copies 
may be obtained through Dr. Seidell at the Army Medical Library. 


Other contacts with the leading libraries of Paris, including the 
library of the celebrated Val de Grace Military Hospital, have led 
to the formulation of plans for additional microfilm services. It is 
Dr. Seidell’s hope that through these services, documentary material 
prepared by some of the eminent military surgeons of the Napoleonic 
and Franco Prussian Wars, now in manuscript form in the Val de 
Grace Museum, may be made available to this country for the first 
time. 


LEGION OF MERIT 


Colonel Harold W. Jo. ¢s, formerly Director of the Army Medi- 
cal Library, was awarded the Legion of Merit with citation at cere- 
monies at the Pentagon Building on 20 December 1945. The cita- 
tion reads in part, “Under his able guidance and leadership, the 
Library was developed into a source of information for the entire 
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medical profession and was raised to the high place it nows occupies 
among the medical libraries of the world. His outstanding contri- 
bution in making the Army Medical Library one of the foremost 
collections of medical literature in the world will be of continuing 
and lasting benefit.” 


AWARD FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE 


Mr. Sam W. Roberts, Miss Marion S. Hinden of the Army 
Medical Library Staff, and Mr. Jean C. Eschmann of the Cleveland 
Branch Library have been notified by ‘The Surgeon General’s Office 
that they are to receive the Award for Meritorious Service with cita- 
tion in recognition of their “ability and faithful service to the Medi- 
cal Department and to the Nation.” Miss Hinden is Head of the 
Serial Section of the Acquisition Division and has been with the 
Library since 1942. Mr. Roberts, who was formerly with The 
Surgeon General’s Office, is now Administrative Assistant to The 
Librarian. Mr. Eschmann is in charge of the Book Binding Studio 
of the A.M.L. Cleveland Branch. 


A.M.L. PERSONNEL OFFICER 


A recommendation of the Survey Committee of the Army Med- 
ical Library was for increased personnel and for the appointment of 
an assistant to take complete charge of personnel activities. With 
the large increase in personnel during the past year, the establish- 
ment of this position has been a pressing need. The appointment of 
Mr. Joseph C. Tucker, formerly of the Control Division of The 
Surgeon General’s Office, as Personnel Officer has been approved. 
Mr. Tucker will also assist the Army Institute of Pathology in per- 
sonnel matters. 


SUBMARINE MEDICINE 


After sixteen months’ work in the Army Medical Library, Lt. 
Commander E. C. Hoff (MC) USNR is bringing to a conclusion a 
sourcebook on submarine medicine. In compiling this work, Dr. 
Hoff and his assistants, Dorothy M. Immonen, Lt. (j.g.), Dorothy 
M. Hain, Lt. (W) USNR, and Harriet L. Johnson, Pharm. Mate 
2/c, have examined at least 5,000 items and have abstracted about 
3,500. 


This book will be a valuable guide to the literature of the field 
and will include not only material on medical and health problems 
pertaining to the crews of submarines, but will also discuss the medi- 
cal problems of industrial caisson worker and tunnelers as well as 
divers. 
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ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 


Another current project, under the direction of Commander 
Hoff and Lt. Merle Lawrence, $(A1), USNR, is the collection of 


material on human factors in engineering design in aircraft. 


COLONEL JONES IS SPEAKER AT RED CROSS 
CEREMONIES 


Colonel Harold W. Jones was recently the principal speaker 
at ceremonies of the graduating class of the Grey Ladies of the Amer- 
ican Red Cross at the Army Medical Center, Washington, D. C. In 
his address, Colonel Jones outlined the history of welfare societies 
and their service to the armies from the time of the Knights of St. 
John and the Rose, through their development to the present inter- 
national Red Cross Society as a world-wide organization. He pointed 
out that the many little wants and personal needs of the soldier are 
always beyond the scope of the Army and can only be taken care 
of adequately through the services of a volunteer organization. 


BILLINGS MANUSCRIPT 


The Acquisition Division has just obtained for the Library col- 
lection an original John Shaw Billings manuscript, a report of an 
expedition to the Isle 4 Vache, dated March 20, 1864. Colonel Bill- 
ings was the first Librarian of the Army Medical Library, serving in 
that office from 1865 to 1895. 


In 1862, President Lincoln entered into a contract for the Gov- 
ernment to have a number of freed slaves colonized on the Isle a 
Vache, and since many of these subsequently died of smallpox and 
the Haytian Government was unwilling for those remaining to stay 
on the island, the President sent an expedition to see that they were 
returned safely to the United States. The fact that Dr. Billings 
was selected as medical officer of this expedition under sealed orders 
from President Lincoln, shows the high reputation he had already 
attained as an honorable and trustworthy officer. At the time he 
was 25 years of age. 


On March 20, 1864, the vessel Marcia C. Day reached Alexan- 
dria, Virginia, with 397 survivors of the original freed slaves. Al- 
though some “40 of the emigrants were afflicted with large skin 
ulcers caused for the most part by a small insect called the Chigre, 
which burrows under the skin,” Dr. Billings was able to report 
upon the completion of the trip “that no new cases of disease have 
arisen on board the ship, and that the malignant ulcers mentioned 
above are now all in a healthy condition and healing rapidly.” 
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Fielding Garrison’s biography of John Shaw Billings mentions 

this expedition, but does not include the details contained in the 
manuscript. 


SULFONAMIDE LITERATURE 


A review of the literature on the sulfonamides is being made” 
at the Library by Miss Lois Stice, under the auspices of the National 
Research Council. This study, which has been in progress for a 
year and a half now comprises some 1,300 titles. It was begun as” 
an aid to physicians in Europe, but its scope and coverage will be 
such as to help American scientists more easily to discern progress 
and changes related to the manufacture and therapeutic use of the 
sulfonamide drugs. 


REFERENCE DIVISION 


Statistical studies fail in many ways to show the increase in use 
of the services of this Library, but they do give the upward trend 
of the demands made upon the Reference and Circulation Division. 


There were 1,432 readers’ requests in September of 1945, 2,184 
in October, and 2,802 in November, as contrasted with 765 in 
November of 1944. 


The readers themselves, 369 of them during the past month, 
came from the District of Columbia, ten of the states, Canberra, 
Australia, and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. They included Army and 
Navy doctors, practicing physicians, medical students, representa- 
tives of foreign health services, research workers, nurses, and laymen. 


PLANS FOR THE NEW LIBRARY BUILDING 


In the light of suggestions made at the annual meeting of the 
Honorary Consultants recently held in Cleveland, plans for the pro- 
posed Army Medical Library Building on Capitol Hill are being 
revised. 


On 13 December 1945, representatives of the architectural firm 
of Eggers and Higgins met with Colonel Gardner, The Director, Mr. 
Wyllis Wright, The Librarian, Lt. Colonel Souder and Captain Clark 
of the Hospital Construction Division of The Surgeon General’s 
Office to consider the proposed revisions. Plans which are now 
in sketch form, were revised to permit additional stack space on the 
first floor. 


A Bill for acquisition of the land for the proposed Army Medi- 
cal Library Building is before Congress. 








